Events 2012

Thursday 12 January – Birthday party.  We had stayed in the small room as it had been big enough for those present and was warm and cosy.  As usual, there had been an overload of food so we’d all had to eat more than we should.  A very unusual game of pass the parcel had caused great merriment and had been thoroughly enjoyed by all, as well as several quizzes put up around the room by Jan.

Thursday 26 January – AGM.  The evening went smoothly & there was time for a drink and a chat afterwards.

Saturday 14 April – Concert at Punnetts Town Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.  The concert took a journey through a rural village year, with the first half ending with harvest and a country dance. Originally we planned the second half to start with a Mummers Play going through Christmas and ending with the Easter Anthem. We cut the mummers play. The dancing was very well received, and worth the practice!
Saturday 26 May – Sacred Harp singing day at Malling.  The day had been very good and the weather had been lovely, meaning that people could take their lunch outside.   There had been at least 40 people and several people looking round Lewes gardens had dropped in to listen for a while.  There had been loads of food and plenty of help in the kitchen, for which Jan was very grateful.

Saturday 16 June – Joint concert with Brighton Male Voice Choir at St Luke’s Church, Brighton.  This concert had not been so well publicised mainly because it was out of our area, but we had done our best.  I thought Sussex Harmony had been very good.  Natalie had joined us for the first half of the concert and thoroughly enjoyed herself (not bad after just two weeks!). The instrumental solos were notable. Deryck has asked if we can do another joint concert.  There had also been an email from the C Side charity thanking us for our support.

The Quire barbecue had taken place in August with as many of the quire members as could make it.  It had been an enjoyable afternoon and a chance to get to know the newer members.

Saturday 8 September – Paula and Robin’s wedding celebrations.  The blessing service had gone very well and the members of the congregation had enjoyed our music.  We might have a booking from the church as the vicar had also enjoyed himself.  The wedding breakfast had been wonderful, with lovely food and home-grown entertainment from several guests apart from ourselves.

Saturday 6 October – Old ale Day. We fielded our biggest quire yet, with all our instruments, and the help of Sue Donbroski on violin. Reports from the congregation were very good. One young mum said she’s never made it to the service before, and was so glad she had, she was bowled over by it. Others said it was our best sound ever.
Sunday 7 October – Workshop and evensong at Catsfield. A well attended workshop from 2-5, followed by tea and stickies, and then the evensong at 6pm.  Rachel produced a booklet of music/words to save us from disorganisation.  The vicar was delighted, as he had heard a programme on west gallery music years ago, & had always wanted to hear it live. Afterwards, there was more food and beer. They certainly know how to win our hearts!
Sunday 14 October – Lewes Folk Festival   This year we did a Sankey and Moody sing.  Brighton Salvation Army Band played for us and Connie Croly from Stanford Avenue Methodist church in Brighton was the ‘MC’. Her obvious joy for the music was infectious, and once the congregation got the hang of choosing items, there was no stopping them! We provided a couple of breaks for the band singing some shape-note pieces. The hour passed so quickly. We certainly packed them in, with many people from different Lewes & Brighton congregations, approximately 80 people in all, and they were most generous in their donations, as we were able to give the band £
Sunday 2 December – Workshop and evensong at Bexhill.  This had been very good, with quite a few people at the workshop and lots of people at the service, which had been a “churches together” service.  We had been well paid. 

Thursday 13 December – Carols at St Peter’s, Preston Park.  Good, as usual. Quite chilly towards the end, so we appreciated going back to Cynthia’s after the concert.  This had been very enjoyable, with welcome hot food and warm surroundings.  The feedback from the Friends of St Peter’s had been that they thought it had been the best yet, with even more people packed into the church.  Our half-share of the retiring collection had certainly been very generous.

Sunday 16 December -Malling Carol Service.  We were asked to take part after a year’s absence.  We sung 4 items interspersed with the usual carols, & readings, & followed as always by mulled wine & mince pies. 
Saturday 22 December – folk club carol party. We sang 2 in first half. These were well received, and we were asked if we did Lewes concerts anymore. (see above!)  
Saturday 29th December, Carols at The Woolpack. Despite unseasonably wet weather, about 12 souls made it to the wilds of Burgess Hill, and sang an assortment of West Gallery, standard & folk carols, led by me, giving Rachel a well earned break. There were 2 representatives of morris teams, who seemed to enjoy it all. In retrospect it might have been easier if we were in the round, instead of a long table, but hey, there’s always next year.
So all in all we’ve been busy this year, with 3 concerts,9 services (including Robin & Paula’s wedding), 2 workshops, a pub session & a set at the folk club, not to mention the party & AGM.

As usual I’d like to thank Rachel for her guidance, perseverance and tolerance, Jan for her secretarial stuff, Mike for counting the money, and also the various people who’ve helped over the year. Paula & Robin did a marvellous job with publicity for the Punnetts Town concert, Nick is a splendid tea boy, and everyone for their enthusiasm which has made things work so well.

Rachel has had many hair tearing out moments this last year, some because people won’t sort their diaries out, & say they are or aren’t doing a booking, and also when people have lacked confidence that they would learn stuff in time, when Rachel has planned the practices so that they would. She really does know  your abilities & capacity for learning, and does pace things so that it’ll all be alright on the night. Trust her, she’s a professional!
Looking forward to 2013

Thursday 4 April - Kingston WI has invited us to sing some West Gallery music for them.  They would like about three-quarters of an hour and propose a payment of £50.
Thursday 6 June – Concert for Burgess Hill Festival at St John’s Church.  This would be concert with an interval. We sang there a good few years ago, with Edwin.

Saturday 6 July and Sunday 7 July – Sussex Harmony 21st birthday celebration weekend.  Our annual Sacred Harp sing would take place on the Saturday, followed by a social occasion starting at the brewery, and then on Sunday after a buffet lunch there will be an early evensong of West Gallery music.  We need volunteers to put people up for a night or two, see agenda item later.
Saturday 5 October – Old Ale Day

Sunday 13 October – Lewes Folk Festival.  Rachel would contact various people with a view to arranging another Moody and Sankey sing.

Thursday 19 October – possible date for Carols at St Peter’s, Preston Park, Brighton.

Possible second joint concert with BMVC – date to be decided. & West Tarring – we might receive an invitation to a concert or workshop and evensong at St Andrew’s Church, West Tarring, Worthing, arising from Rachel, Jan and Dave’s visit to see the music manuscript book.
